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BLOFHWHHD® V0 DAMHZ 5 WRKLHKDVEHHQ GHYHBSLQI DQ
DFFEXP XOWYH FRP S®] QDUDAYHGUZ LQJ [LRP WH YRIDEX@UHVR
VAHOAH VRAR®I\ DOMURSR®RI\ P\ WRIRJ\ DQGWHKIMRY R DWWV
3HKDSVEHMNQRZ Q DVD SDIQMU 5 WRKLHKDV DOR FRIDER DMG Z LW

SK\ MAMV P XMADQV DQG DUFKLWRN VR FUHDM DURKIWRMUDO

HQYLLRQP HQW JDP VR FKDQRH DQG DQ HSLF RUKHWMDXZ RN |, Q
DXMP QR 5 WRKLHVSRNHZ W 9 R&:$ /5 RELQ &@UN DERX\VKRZ
SKLARRSKLIHVR WP HLQ OHIFHKLYZ RN WHOXUHR WHXQILQVKHG
DQG WHFRP SXOLRQ VR FRP SBM ) RIBZ LQJ LV DQ HAWS WDQVRUSWR

WRVHFRQYHUDARQY

5 RELQ &@WN <RXIYHH SUHWHSE DQ LOMHAIDMY LQ FRMGHIQI *WHZ D VWKDWAP H
FKDQIHVZRIN" : KDAGR\ RX P HDQE\ \KDW

0 DWKHZ 5 LWKLH 7KLVSUREDE® KDVVR GRZ W JHMQI RTHJ KDYIQI DG-BW R
SHISHAMYHQRAWRQD RQ\ RXURZ Q SUDPAFHEXVKRZ. RMHJUSLDPARHYDURXQG\ RX R \ RXU
RZ Q JHQHDARQ DQG HDUIHUI HOHDARQV KDYH HYRYHS DQG VR VHHZ KDADWMWV DQG Z KDW
GRAVQIVS QG WDV EHHQ HSHADE H DJIHDMG LQWHFRQMP SRUIDLY FRQGWRQ:

HYH. RQHIV VBOHS DERXVIKIVA WH\VSHHAQU XS Rl ERW LQIRUP DARQ UHAHSWRQ DQG

WDQWP DMRQ |, WILON M DM QU LFDQWP LBMRQHWDWP RUIHP DRKLQHYDUHQRZ. FRQOHAMG
DQGFRP P XQUFDAQJ Z IWK HDRK RIKHUWDQ KXP DQ EHQIVDUH 6R WHTXHARQ WDWRP HY
XS WIKWZ D VRP HALQ) WDW YHEHHQ Z UMQJ DERXWLY WH GLUHPWHT XLYDBIQFHR

LQRWP DARQDQGP DMIDO,Q - CP HVO [ Z HISURSRHG DWRXIKWH SHIP HONQ
WHIRWP R DP DMHP DAFDQGHP ROIWDAFRX@ YIRDMWHP RG QCP LF @Y VE\

INQRZ LQITKRZ VR FKDQUHWH SK\ MFDOMBMR DV VMP Z IMRXVWED LQJ D SURSRUARQDM
HOHJ\ FRVA/DVXSHU RUBQDRY | RIHRXWMGHWHP DMIDOMKPMXUHR WHXQLYHIH ) RU
P RIHWDQDRHMUY  WLVLGHD R I HHG ROH OWWERRSKR®! | RUFDW RUFDOMLONHLY LOFIOHS
VRDQRQ WH.P RG QCP [FYIHZ R LQRP DARQWHRY ,QDZ RUBZ IWRXW RG Z HKRSHG
WHHP LIKWMWTEHGP RQV 9%0WQ WHVAHMMBKRFKL7 R DEHGHP ROMDMG
WDWHYHY LQIRUP DARQ WDQM HUKDVDQ H DD HTXDCBUFHIQH SHOGHSHHI\  6R



LQIRWP DARQ RUWRXIKW HOH.I\ DQG P DAMMUDUH LOWLAKDQI HDE®! DQG VXEMPVYR WH
I LMDQG VHRQG @Z VR WH.P RG QDP LP\A Z KLFK WIMWIWDWQRWMIQ)  Z KHKHULWY
LQIRWP DARQ HOHU\  RUP DM LV HYHJWK® GRMVEXWAYHY WILQJ P XWDQG Z LARKDQIH
7KWVLVYHY MJIQU LFDQARUD VRAHA WDAKDV VKL WG VR DQLQ RIP DARQHRQRP\ : H
QRZ KDYHP RUHGD® JHH.DMG LQ DMQI®H HDUWDQLQ DIR KXP DQKIMRY EHRH 2 QH
WM R WHSOOHEL HOHI\ RXVBXWYFROVKP HG VR VKSSRUMMHLOMOHN, WILONWLY
KDVAKDQIHG RXUZ D R WILQNLQ) CERXVWKLQIVWDAHWEE®! @NHSOIOAQ) DG DOR
WLQIVWDADUHSHIRWP DAYH FRQGXAMG Z IWILQWP H EXWZ HKDYHIIWARP HVRWMLP VZ W
DQ R WDWV:  HUHMWDWKHEHILOQQI R WDASURAHW 7 KHVKLWYAVR YDWWR KDYHDQ
H WLODCP HP RY VR KDYH DQ XQGHIWEQAEQ) RQ DQ HYHJ P RUHVRSKIMAFDMG EDUV WD
WHYH) DRP LE FROVMAXHOWR WLQIVWDAZ HWION R DV\MZE® DUHVKL QI DAGLLTHHQW
DMV , WMP LOURIFR®R)\  Z KHHWHHDHGWR GlTHHMDM/R FKDQIH WHHVD
\VRIG FRIHWHQ P DIP D WHQWHHDUH@® HYR GMW\MIE®I URANV DQGWHQ P RIHWWEE®
P DOV GO RQWRS R DMDAVDQGWHQ\ RX P RYHXS VRWHDW RSKHHDQG WH H
DAWKLWQJ LQ UHDWRQ R HOFK RMHIDIDMHWP H 2 XUGLLEXGV LV DFFHSWQ) WHH
FKDQIHVLQ RXUZ RUTS YLHZ \RP HAP HV BDGVVR DQ RGG EXWH) DOWURSRP RUBKLE
LOVVMOPHWDWKHZ RUES LV ELRNHQ LQVRP HHWHADCY D\ + MVAEHFDXVHZ HFDQQRW
DUAEX@M D FRKHHOWZ RUTS YLHZ DAMLVMP H 6 FALHOWAVP D VRP HAP HV GHVRUEHWH
XQLYHIVH DV GHRKHHOATEXWMLY LV RQO VR GMAQIXIMK IWLRP LW RUILQDOMDMR VRVEO
TXDQMP  FRKHIHOPHE LWERHY QRWP HDQ WH XQLYHUH LY HYHURGQRRKH HQWDOKRXJIK LWP D
DSSHOUMRVR XV

&MWN P FXURXVZ KHMHI\ RX FDQ AMVAXWWHZ D VWDNMHHLGDVP LIKWQIRWP
VSHAILFZ RI\VRI \ RXUW/ VXFKDVO  7KHRU DSOOMYI WDV QRZ HMWAICQ]
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5LWWKLH 0 7KHRU Z DVWHILDMIQDERG R Z RINFDEBGWHO DLQ 6HTXHIFH WBUMGLQ
DG FRFOGGLQ Z KLFK DIP HG VR GHVAUEHWHGHYHESP HOAR WHXQLYHOH

WURXIK DI UDIP HIMGS QDUDAYHWDWORRSRIDMG HBP HOVIURP P XGAS®IDQG

FROADGIRRY VRXUAHY 7 KHSDLQAQIVVHIYHG DVERW | RFDOSRQWDQG VXP P DUHVR WL

SURMPW( DFK RQHDMP SWGVRVENHRQ DQ HWHILHE R NQRZ BGIH @NHELR®RI\ RU

FOWFDCBK\ MPV DQG XVHD P HESKRUE YRFCEX@U VR FKDLDAML] HWH I LHTS LOR D

SWRY ~ XMQJ DILQDOD HJR LOAFDAYHGEDIWDP VR FUDMDMP SALHGP RGHR DIHR
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&@MWN &DQ\ RXH SOIQKRZ WDWZ RINHGLIOWHH DP SGIR 0 7KHRU ™

5 LWWFKLH 7KHIRWP DOMXPXHR 0 7KHRU LVMP LOUVRP RMR P\ SOLOAQIVILRP \WWDW
SHIRG $ KDUGJURXQG LQWLYFDVHDSDBIDP HK\ VWIHTS LVRYHUDIG Z LW FRP S

JHRP HME SVHXGR \RIGV HOFK FROWIQIQI P XGASGIFRERU] ROHY + HH WHRY WEACH
UHG VAKPMUH UH HY VR 3 WH@QGVADSH” DFRQAHSWQ WQT WHRY WDADTRZ VI RUWH
VHSDUDARQ R YHY GMAQPABK\ MEVUHILP HY 7 KHLDSLG® SDIOWG P DINVRQWS R WL
WAMHIDWAG VXU DPHLQGLFDWWH\P DI DSLED LQ MG EXEEBIXQLYHVA SURSRHGE\
WHRUHAFDOSK\ IAMWAS QGUHL/ LQGH 7 KHUHG I LQIHSUQN UH HIVR WHWHLP DOLIQDMUH
R WHEL) EDQU \RP HAP HVFDIBG 2 WHI LQIH SUQAR WHXQLYHIH ™ 7 KHVPUEEGGW W
RQWH VXU CFHDHVMQ) WHRY HTXDARQV GHVAUELQ) WH UHDWRQDOMP VWILRXIK

Z KIFK RXUXQLYHOH DQG SRWE® P DQ\ RKHUYDUDQW FDQH MO DQ R WHHWLP V
VXK DVVXUDPH DRARQ KDLP RQ. FXUYDMUH @QH \VKHHVDQG HYHQ WHLGHDR! D
YIEWDAQ) HOHIHAE VIMQJ IHD \H-P VR KDYH D GLLHRALHRQDQAHZ LW WHKIMRY R
SDQAMY

&MWN : KDAYSDUAEX@UD FRP SHIQJ R\ RXCERXWO 7KHRY ™ DVDFRORBW



5 WK LH 7 KHSDIQWQJ Z DVP DGHILYH\ HOWDWU( GZDUG:  LWHWQ SLRSRVHG WHUDG0
7KHRY * DSRWEGIWHRUHAFDA P HZ RINTRUDXQUIHG3WHRY R HYHY WIQJ “ ) RUD
QHZ DQGWWKIJQQI LP P LIWDQWQ WHS QMG 6VMMY WHAEHDAQ) |GZ R QHZ ®
DYDL@EGILQ RP DARQ LQWHHP HIHOWQM QHAEXOYUHVHHP HG R JLYHWH SLRWRAD
VHOWHR P HDQLQJ DQG WP HIGHW $ UAWANHO DAKHZ %DUH DQG. DWD: DOHJZ HH
DSSURSUDAQ) DQG UHSXUSRQI P \ WRBRILHY VAHAHY DQG VRARBRILHY G WDQG LLIKW
FRP ELQLQJ WHVENH QR SUMRQHYFRQILGHIFHR QHR H SIHMRQMP Z LW \WWH CHAKHARY
R WH SLPMUHY JHOHDARQ DQG UHYIYMIQ) BRI GH XQPAIQWEEIDARQ DQG SHIRWP DOFH
VADMILHVR SRWP LQP DOV, WZ DVDQ XQXVXD® RSHQ DG VSHRAEFX@UD KXP DQ

P RP HOWMWHHOGR DP LGBQQIXP

&MWN : KDAMBGWWHHIGR WHO DIQ6HIXHXAH'

5 LWFKLH 7KHP HDQLQI R WHO DLQ 6HMXHIFHSURWMPANZ DVWWDQM RUP HS RYHUMP HE\ MR
DQGWIIH3  ERW SHVRQDODQG LOM.QDWRQDO0 \ Z RNHYRYHG ORI WHDMJ DQG
P XVLF DQG DURKIWRMXUHSURMPNV R WAQ EDVHG RQ UHIDMG \SHX@WYHVRXUAHY VXK DVWH
0 D.DQWP HP \ W 6WIQKDLBN 7 XUIRNIVWP H FRWP RRJ\ DQG 5 DQED@V AP HMRQDO
\SDRH WP HSK\ MFV %00 7KHRU. Z DV DQG UHP DQV DYH) LP SRUEQWSDLQAQ] IRUP H
1 RARQD EHIDXVHWH FRQGMRQV KDYH QHYHUEHHD TXIW UL KWRUWH SUHFVHP L[ VULHR
RSWP VP [P EIMRQ DQG CEVXUEW WDASUHYDLGBG LQ WH\ HOU $' EXVEHDXHIW
\t P ERT HVWHGL I LFXQV DEVXUEW DQG QHHMW R DAMWP SWQJ WHLP SRME®
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&MWN - XP SIQI  RWHSWIHHIGED, KRZ DIHVRP HR WWHWHWHP HVH SURAMHG LOQ\ RXU
PXUHMWZ RN

5 WWKLH 7KHO DIQBHTXHOPHZ RIWDQGP \ FXUHMBOQAQIVERMK FRQYH WHVHWH
WDWRP HMLQ) LVHP HILQ) EXWARQAQXD® HP HILQD , WOHYHUTXIWIDULYHY 5 DIHJ

WDQ WHFIWFDCP RGHOR P XMEZ IW DFIP O  Z KLFK VVRUAR KRZ WDGWRQDO
SDLOWQI KDV FRQAQXHG VR UHSUHHIWAMHD |, YHDE D, VIHWKDAP \ SDIOWQIVDUH
XQILQMKHS EHFDXVHWH. DUHW LQJ VR UHSURVHAD \REDA WD LP SRAMEGIVR
U-BUHVHOW? KHHDUHD GWR \ RXQIHUDUAMA Z KRHZ RIN, BRYH Z KRHZ RINLVAVRIAR
RAWMABARX\VD XQILQMKHS DVL VRMD. 2KH GRN |, AGQWILQMNK IW 7RP HWDAYD YHU
GLLP DAF DQGDUAKCZ D R TLQIVKLQD VRP HMILQD VR NMWARS: ONH* RIRCHOGQD ' HDG
BRXAYLQP LG VHIMOAH

YXW VXSSRH, P P RIHLOMHAMG LQ DANQRZ BGILQ) WDAMHRQ® Z D VRWXK® P DNH

VRP HIKLQI XQLQMWKHG VR WL VR ILQMK WAV DANQRZ BIEIHWHLOFRP. SGAMOHWR DQ\
VQIGIZ RUBYIHZ B\ DMP SWQJ DSURR 7 KDWY Z KHQ LW LAAX® 1DLO

&MU 7KHHVJIRQI \REHDWKRZ DAMHO HARSRDEQO XVHXP R $UNQ\SUQ) R
DERXVWKQI LQMVKHG SOIOQAQ) ERW WILQIVWDADHUHD@ XQ LQMVKHS DG WLQIVWDWZ HH

SHAHLYHG DV XQILQMKHG EHFDXVHWH. G.GOWP HHAH SHABARQVR DRHIELQP RP HOW

5 WKLH : KHQ FRMGHIQI WHSRMIADORQIHYW R DQ DUWZ RN WHOQRWRQR
HILAHOA VP RIHLOMHMQI VR P HWDQ Z KHKHUVRP HMLQJ LVARP SBIM RU

LOFRP SGWE RUHYHD 3 JRRG RUSEDG +Z KLFK DUHP HDQLQIGWFROWP SRUIDY WP V || ZH
FDQVD. WDANRP HKLQ LV WDGLFD@ H I LAHMADAIHMQI XV VR GRRN DAMAKHY W LOATEH
LOWHO HARSRDMIQO XVHXP VI RWRX\VDQG\ HOW/IURP QRZ EHFDXVHQRERG. WUHZ LW
ZD ,WZ DVH I LAHQADWNXWELQLQ) KXP DQ DAMAARQ RYHIWRX\DQGVR \ HOLV |, | MV QRW
H I LAHQWIVKIWWH I DUEDIHKHDS LQ RQHZ D RUDQRWHU |, | LVVVRR [ LDILG IIVRREL] LW
JRABRMARP HERG. ELRNHWHQRHRI| W JLYHQKRZ P DQ\ DXAHQAHDZ RINR DUAKDY



VR VXUYLYH RYHUWRXVOQGV R \ HOUY MY UHP. DUNDEGIWDADQ, WLQJD VXUYLYHY DAL EHFDX\WH
Z HDH\R I LENG! 7 KHHDUHD BWR 3 XQILQMVKHE Z RINVWDADHIMVMD EXQRK R I | DQG
Z LOMVAEMRYHEDAN LOR EHQJ DEXQRK R WiMI | EHFDXVHWHDEVHORHR! IMEHQJ
ILQVKHG Z DV QRADQ LOKHIHWBLRSHIN 7 KDAV QRAIR\D, WHRUIDQL] DARQ DQG

SHJRP DQFHR P DQ FRIBAMG REMPW FDQIWARKHHLOR VRP HMLQ) GUIHJWDQ LW
SDUM: RQD DAY YHY WH.P RO\ QOP LFDE Gl I LEX@VS Q DUAMAMINH- DVRQ'5 KRDGHVLY
VRP HRQH, WIQN R Z KHHHDAK SURMPAZ DV GROHVR LW FRQFOMRQ |, VIVFRQIXMQJ DQG LW
FRP SB[ EXWWQRWQRRP SBIM , P DZ D VAIZ QR WKLY 1Q DGAVASQOHONH
DUFKIWRMUHRUSHURUP DQPHRUVAHQRHRUSKLARRSK! LI\ RX VENHIWRXWWR WHDUAZ RUTS
\ RX DLHVRUAR | RUAHG VR FRP SGWMVRP HHBP HIWMWYR DIBRZ RMHJSHRS®IVRR DFRHW
WHSWIRAHW 7 KHHIV QRVRBLDQRHIRURZ HD@NH , P DQ DUAMNVVOMMFRRONDY WRSSHG
ZRINQI"" , QP RMRWHIGVASOOHWHDQVZ HJZ L@EH 2QR IV QRWFRRO QRAFRRCDWDID
\ RX KDYH\RILQMVK \ RXUZ RIN™ $VWKHVDP HWP H, WLON WH.HDUHDUAVV R

LOFRP SGYWOHWZ KR SURILDP P DAFDED UH XVHVR FRP SOMWWHUSURWRAN GNH* HAL
BLERQ. , | \ RX DLHVENLQ) LOFRP SGWMOQHW DVA RXUILUAMBU-P LVH DQG I LOKH HOWR WH
Z RUNE@\HZ DEL \VDEL WDAWY/REYLIRXAW® DIRIPP R FRP SBIWMOHW , P GLIZ Q REYIRAO \R
WHRSSRMWH WHP H DQ DEVXUG QHHG VR HY RUAHFRP SGAMOHW \WDAZ LDRAXDID
JHH.DMDQ XQH SHAMS SIRTHIDWRQR! LOFRP SGIMOHW




Matthew Ritchie’s studio during his residency at the Getty Research Institute

&MUN How are you exercising your “completionist” inclinations at the moment?

5 LWKLH For several years I've been working on a comprehensive visual history of the
diagram. I developed the project during a fellowship at the Getty Research Institute,
have done a couple of installations and am working now on an edition with the Getty.
Although organized loosely as a timeline of the use of diagrams across history, the
project is primarily concerned with relating the diagram as a tool of inquiry to both its
expressive and causal forms. If we can accept that ‘form’ and ‘content’ are the same
thing, namely information and do not enjoy any inherent oppositions at any scale then
diagrams are one way that the profound questions of relative time, scale, distance,
gauge symmetry, proximity, and imagined immunity from discontinuity and
relationality that define our use of any shared informational space become evident. The
Getty project is both a history of the diagram, an art historical thought experiment and
an anti-history—as the idea of the diagram itself constantly fights against the idea of
linear development, preferring to proliferate in every direction, including across time.
But to fully honor the central premise of my own diagrammatic enquiry and the
doubled nature of diagrams as both vector and table, of course the project must
immediately shed the comfort of its own completionist instincts and open itself back up

to new and incomplete forms of diagrams—so there is no end in sight.

1Shoichi Toyabe, Takahiro Sagawa, Masahito Ueda, Eiro Muneyuki & Masaki Sano,
“Experimental demonstration of information-to-energy conversion and validation of
the generalized Jarzynski equality,” 1 DH3K\ MFV (2010): 988—992.

5 RELQ &@Nis Director of the Artist Initiative at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, a
Mellon-funded research grant that takes an interdisciplinary, team-based approach to collections
research and care in collaboration with participating artists. She curates, writes, and teaches on a
range of topics including the architectural imaginary in contemporary art, light as a medium, and
museums proposed by artists.



0 DWKHZ 5 LVFKLH LVD YWXDODUAMEDHG Q1 HZ <RWIN + LVIQWEEDARQVR SOIQAQ) Z DOGUY LQIV
QKVWER HV VFXGVXUH DQG SURWRARQV DLHLQYHAMIDARQVR! KRZ LQIRIP DARQ DAXP HVIRWP RYHUWP H
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