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Matthew Ritchie’s studio during his residency at the Getty Research Institute

 

�&�O�D�U�N�� How are you exercising your “completionist” inclinations at the moment?

�5�L�W�F�K�L�H�� For several years I’ve been working on a comprehensive visual history of the
diagram. I developed the project during a fellowship at the Getty Research Institute,
have done a couple of installations and am working now on an edition with the Getty.
Although organized loosely as a timeline of the use of diagrams across history, the
project is primarily concerned with relating the diagram as a tool of inquiry to both its
expressive and causal forms. If we can accept that ‘form’ and ‘content’ are the same
thing, namely information and do not enjoy any inherent oppositions at any scale then
diagrams are one way that the profound questions of relative time, scale, distance,
gauge symmetry, proximity, and imagined immunity from discontinuity and
relationality that define our use of any shared informational space become evident. The
Getty project is both a history of the diagram, an art historical thought experiment and
an anti-history–as the idea of the diagram itself constantly fights against the idea of
linear development, preferring to proliferate in every direction, including across time.
But to fully honor the central premise of my own diagrammatic enquiry and the
doubled nature of diagrams as both vector and table, of course the project must
immediately shed the comfort of its own completionist instincts and open itself back up
to new and incomplete forms of diagrams–so there is no end in sight.

 

Shoichi Toyabe, Takahiro Sagawa, Masahito Ueda, Eiro Muneyuki & Masaki Sano,
“Experimental demonstration of information-to-energy conversion and validation of
the generalized Jarzynski equality,” �1�D�W�X�U�H���3�K�\�V�L�F�V���� (2010): 988–992.

�5�R�E�L�Q���&�O�D�U�N is Director of the Artist Initiative at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, a
Mellon-funded research grant that takes an interdisciplinary, team-based approach to collections
research and care in collaboration with participating artists. She curates, writes, and teaches on a
range of topics including the architectural imaginary in contemporary art, light as a medium, and
museums proposed by artists. 
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